Field Experiences at National Underground Railroad Training Event
Tours will be available on Wednesday, September 11 and Saturday, September 14, the day before and after two days of presentations and discussions at the National Park Service Network to Freedom Underground Railroad Training September 12 and 13, 2019, in Niagara Falls NY. 
On Wednesday, September 11, 2019, a Black History Tour in Niagara, Canada is being offered by Niagara Bound Tours.  The bus will leave Niagara University at 9:00 am to travel through customs into Canada (PASSPORTS ARE REQUIRED) to meet your guide in Niagara Falls, Ontario. The tour returns at 5:00 pm. Your guide is a descendant of a Freedom Seeker that came to Canada from Kentucky in 1851. As well as the history, she will also share her personal stories having grown up in Niagara, Canada. The history in Niagara is rich - covering, not just the Underground Railroad, but other periods of history as well. This tour will cover from late 1700s until present day. Sites included are the site of the Niagara Movement meeting, landing site of Freedom Seekers such as Josiah Henson of Uncle Tom’s Cabin fame, the church of Harriet Tubman, and much more. Should time permit, we will drive through the pretty town of Niagara on the Lake on our way back to the bridge. The cost for the tour is $75.00 U.S. The cost includes transportation, the guide, a bagged lunch, admission to the church, gratuities and taxes. Please contact Niagara Bound Tours directly for registration by calling 1-905-685-5375 or by email contact@niagaraboundtours.com no later than September 3, 2019 as seats are limited.

The Saturday, September 14 field excursion will visit five sites related to Underground Railroad history in Western New York.  At the Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center, an award-winning experiential museum, the tour participants will be introduced to stories featuring courageous waiters who operated highly effective covert operations in what historians have called, "the earliest biracial civil rights movement in the U.S, and one of the most significant social justice movements of nineteenth century North America." At the Niagara Arts and Cultural Center's permanent exhibit, visitors on the tour will learn about “Freedom Crossing: The Underground Railroad in Greater Niagara,” which tells the story of the Underground Railroad Movement in Buffalo Niagara. At the Cataract House Hotel, and Prospect Point at the top of Niagara Falls, tourists can walk in the footsteps of freedom seekers. Two additional sites in nearby Buffalo will round out the excursion: The Michigan Street Baptist Church was built by African Americans in 1845 and provided a safe haven for the community. Finally, the Colored Musicians Club, organized in 1918, will be visited. The Club is the only remaining African American club in the entire United States and, as such, it actively encourages historical research and preservation of the history of jazz in Buffalo. Contact: ally@discoverniagara.org
The national Underground Railroad training event will be held at Niagara University in Niagara Falls, New York. The theme for this training is Crossings: Bridging the Authentic Underground Railroad Past to the Present. The program is hosted by the National Park Service, National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom (NTF) Program, the Underground Railroad Consortium of New York State, the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area, the Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center, Niagara University, and the Association for the Study of African American Life and History. The training event opens with a reception at 6:00 pm Wednesday evening at the Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center. Each half day of the Thursday and Friday event days will commence with a keynote speaker addressing one of the themes of the training. The keynotes will be followed by five best practices or case studies that relate to the theme, and then the audience will be further formed into small groups for discussion. For more information and registration: www.asalh.org/underground-railroad-training/underground-railroad-registration.  
